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The exhibition &ldquo;Op & Post-op Editions&rdquo; brings together emerging and established artists&rsquo;

publications and books.

The term &ldquo;Op art&rdquo;, originating from an abbreviation of the expression &ldquo;optical art&rdquo;,

became known in Europe from the 1960s. This artistic movement reunites with geometrical abstraction, in

seeking to create optical games and illusory effects which can be imprinted on the retina&rsquo;s surface.

As a founding member of the visual art research group (GRAV) in 1960, François Morellet has developed a

major body of work in the field of geometrical abstraction. Nonetheless, behind the apparently rigorous aspect

of his works, the artist plays with the rules of a game based on the absurdity of the simplest of conventions.

&ldquo;40.000 carrés&rdquo; is a work whose title appears to be inspired by a geometrical term. The artist

starts off with a regular grid pattern made of squares and an arbitrary choice of two colours. Asking friends to

dictate numbers from a telephone book to him, he ticks the boxes on the grid according to whether or not the

telephone number ends with an odd or even number. All that is then left to do is to paint the ticked boxes with

one colour and the empty ones with another one. This numerical and binary principle would  prefigure

artworks that artists in the following decades were to achieve with their computers by enlarging pixels.

Since the beginning of his career Dan Walsh has been creating artist books which operate as an

experimental field for his own pictorial work. The artist projects preoccupations with his paintings in the

two-dimensional space of the book. The book, an intimate and tactile object, becomes a surface to explore.

By playing with the page sequence, he then triggers different possibilities for series or geometrical and

chromatic progression.     Each page, structured by lines, concentric squares or other traits which guide the

eye, renews the experience of perception into a meditative vibration.

Philippe Decrauzat investigates the visual codes of this abstract tradition, passed on by the different

movements of geometrical abstraction and Op Art. He is fascinated by optical effects and interested in the

direct relation established between optical art and the viewer. Here, in a diptych restricted to a minimalistic

palette of an obsessive black-white-grey, combined with simple patterns, animates the image into becoming
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an optical turmoil.

Sigrid Calon is a graphic designer. Inspired by embroidery patterns she edited a book in 2013, To The Extend

Of / \ | &, a volume compiling 120 patterns, each of them based on the horizontal and diagonal lines of a

weaved tapestry. Based on a few simple rules, the lines can be repeated or combined in order to create a

longer one, they can be outlined or not, they can define shapes or blanks, they can overlap to create layers.

She then introduces the eight colours permitted by the risography, in order to add depth and volume to these

incredible grids.

Tauba Auerbach, an artist of the emerging New-York scene, questions the fundamental themes of Op art in

an original manner.

With GHOST/GHOST she combines legibility and abstraction, permeability and solidity at the core of a

unified surface, made of screen printed glass. The artwork penetrated by the viewer&rsquo;s look, no longer

has a front or back. The image, sends contradictory information to the viewer according to his or her vantage

point, opening up new dimensions.
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